
INDIAN FAKE DRUG BARON IN THE 

COOLER 

 Stephen Odoi-Larbi reporting 

S. N. Kamath, an Indian Pharmaceutical drug exporter,is in the 

grips of the Bureau of National Investigations (BNI) assisting the security agency to unravel the 

circumstances under which Gsunate Plus Suppository, a fake malaria medicine, was imported from 

his firm into the country by Tobinco Pharmacy without apprehension. 

Mr. Kamath, Director of Bliss GVS Pharma, according to sources, was lured into the country by 

the BNI after receiving complaints from the Food and Drugs Authority (FDA) that his outfit was 

the source of the importation of the above mentioned fake drugs. 

He, together with Samuel Tobbin, Executive Chairman of Tobinco Pharceuticals, who was earlier 

arrested by the BNI, have since been granted bail but are said to be reporting occasionally to the 

offices of the security agency as and when they are needed. 

Meanwhile, below is the full statement issued by the FDA in connection with the case:  

   

The Chairman of Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Ltd and the Director of Bliss GVS Pharma- India, have 

apologised to the Food and Drugs Authority for importing FAKE Malaria Medicine (Gsunate Plus 

Suppository) to Ghana to treat malaria in children. 

In two separate letters, the chairman of Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Ltd, Mr. Samuel Tobbin and 

the Director of Bliss GVS Pharma, India, Mr. S. N. Kamath, signed an undertaking dated 26th 

September 2013, not to import or distribute unregistered or fake medicines onto the Ghanaian 

market. 

Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Ltd imported into Ghana a fake antimalarial medicine for children called 

GSUNATE Plus, a suppository which is manufactured in India by BLISS GVS PHARMA LTD, 

located at 10 Dewan Udyog Nagar, Aliyali Palghar Maharashtra- 401, 404 India. The Director 
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of Bliss GVS Pharma  confessed to the FDA that GSUNATE PLUS SUPPOSITORY is fake 

and that no Clinical Trial study has been conducted on it and also admitted that it is not used 

to treat Malaria in children in India although malaria is prevalent in India.  

The FDA has seized the fake malaria medicines for destruction.  

Moreover, out of over 100 medicines imported and distributed by Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Ltd, 

only seven (7) have duly been given approval by the FDA. The approved medicines are; 

 Nifin 20-R Tablets 

Slipizem 2.5mg Suppository 

Slipizem 5mg Suppository 

Lonart tablets 

Lonart Forte Tablets 

Lonart Oral Suspension 

Ciprotab Tablets 

Apart from this approved list of medicines, the FDA is cautioning the general public not to 

patronise any other medicines from Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Ltd and Bliss GVS Pharma-India, 

since their Efficacy, Safety and Quality cannot be guaranteed.  

The FDA has therefore seized and destroyed large consignments of unregistered medicines from 

various Regional Medical Stores and hospitals in the following Regions; Volta Region, Upper 

West Region, Western Region, Ashanti Region and Eastern Region.  

The Executive Chairman of Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Ltd and the Director of Bliss GVS 

Pharma have been arrested and cautioned by the BNI. They are assisting the FDA and the 

BNI in investigations. 

Additionally, information from the general public on persons in any practice possible of 

endangering public health and safety with respect to FDA’s mandate is most welcome through any 

of the following contact numbers; 0244337235, 0246809509, 0544863418, 0244571563 or 

0244337250. 

 (Signed) 

 DR STEPHEN K. OPUNI 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 



Controversy Over Fake Drugs TOBINCO 

FIGHTS BACK  

Tuesday, 01 October 2013 09:44 ,john  

 

The management of Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Limited, a leading 

pharmaceutical company in the country has denied violating 

provisions of the Public Health Act 2012, Act 851, on fake 

(counterfeit) products. “Tobinco, as the first to introduce the 

World Health Organisation (WHO) and Ministry of Health (MOH) 

approved anti-malaria drugs into the pharmaceutical market, is 

committed to the United Nations vision of combating malaria by 

2015. 

“We can say without doubt that Tobinco has always imported quality pharmaceutical products 

over the past 13 years of operation in the country as the health and wellbeing of Ghanaians has 

always been our priority concern. “We will continue to contribute our quota to nation building 

through the provision of quality drugs and establishing world class manufacturing facilities in 

Ghana,” Mr Bernard OwusuBoateng, Tobinco Head of Regulatory Affairs, said in a statement to 

the media.  

 

The management of Tobinco therefore assured the public that it will continue to maintain the 

quality and integrity of its products as it embarks on resolving the operational hiccup with the Food 

and Drugs Authority (FDA). The statement said: “Our drugs that were and are being destroyed by 

the FDA are not fake drugs…. some of the medicines were passed under our previous registrations 

by the FDA whilst some are in the process of registration and cannot be described as fake”.  

 

The statement said the management of Tobinco acknowledges that product registration is for a 

period, after which the product must be re-registered upon the submission of the relevant 

supporting documentation, samples and payment, “we have duly been pursuing re-registration in 

respect of all the products we distribute. “We therefore state categorically that what has led to the 

recent state of affairs with regards to registration of products with the FDA has nothing to do with 

the integrity of the products”.  

The statement noted that a penalty imposed by FDA in connection with the registration issues has 

been duly paid and further discussions are ongoing…“indeed the requisite registration payments 

have been made and documentations are being prepared for the attention of FDA”. It said Tobinco 

would continue to provide facilities to hospitals, health centres, clinics, pharmacies and community 

based health programming services as well as play its social responsibility role to the community 

through drug donation.  

The management assured the general public that Tobinco Pharmaceutical Limited is committed to 

ensuing public health and safety and “have never and will not compromise on this. “We appreciate 

the support of our clients and customers who have sympathized with us in these trying times and 

assure them that they can continue to count on us to uphold our integrity and continue to provide 
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quality service to them”.  

The statement said Tobinco would continue to deliver the safest, high quality and most potent 

pharmaceutical and other healthcare products, using highly motivated and competent human 

capital with an incredible passion for innovation, excellent and superior customer care. Tobinco is 

currently one of the leading pharmaceutical marketing and distribution company in Ghana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tobinco apologises for importing fake 

medicines; assists BNI in investigations 

 01 October 2013.  

                                                                                                                       
Mr Samuel Tobbin -Executive Chairman, Tobinco Pharmaceuticals 

The Executive Chairman of Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Ltd and the Director of Bliss GVS Pharma, 

distributors of anti-malaria suppository, Gsunate Plus, have been invited by the Bureau of 

National Investigations to assist the Food and Drugs Authority (FDA) in investigations over 

alleged importation of fake drugs. 

A statement issued by the FDA said the Chairman of Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Ltd, Mr Samuel 

Tobbin and the Director of Bliss GVS Pharmam, Mr S. N Kamath have admitted to importing 

and distributing fake anti-malaria drugs and apologised to the FDA for engaging in the act. 

 

It said, the two were made to sign an undertaking dated September 26, 2013, not to import or 

distribute unregistered or fake medicines onto the Ghanaian market. 

 

The statement said Mr Kamath in a letter to the FDA confessed to that the Gsunate Plus 

suppository was fake and that no clinical trial study had been conducted on it, and admitted that 

the drug was not used to treat Malaria in children in India although malaria was prevalent in that 

country. 

The FDA over the past two weeks have seized over 100 medicines imported and distributed by 

Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Ltd. 

 

Out of the number, only seven (7) have duly been given approval by the FDA. The approved 

medicines are; Nifin 20-R Tablets, Slipizem 2.5mg Suppository, Slipizem 5mg Suppository, 

Lonart tablets, Lonart Forte Tablets, Lonart Oral Suspension and Ciprotab Tablets. 

 

Apart from the approved list of medicines, the FDA is cautioning the general public not to 

patronise any other medicines from Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Ltd and Bliss GVS Pharma-India, 

since their efficacy, safety and quality cannot be guaranteed.                                       
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